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‘The Annual Getslogether 

‘As hae kecoma almost a tediion we olen to spenc a day at 
Majo BM Apuactuis farm, next omy formar resdence in 
Doda-Gubi on Sunday the18" December 2001, On presant 
Indications the Desida-Gubtl wetiand sostd provive us val 
good views of marsh and water birds. The eco-friendly 
Programme {tc use the new fashionable tei) 
ig; Anive at AM at ste forcoflee and sacks and spread aut 
Ino the curtounding courtryside engly ein yreups as desirad. 
Feassemibla ai 12 noon at the venue ora talkby Prot. Madhav 
Gacgl on "From Birdwatshing to Omithology” fel owed by a 
free ‘or all diszussion on any topic relating to tirds and the 
Newsleter. Lune at 1.30 pm. Departure as convaniont ater 
102.213.00 pm. Troze ofyau wiv intendto comme plaesein‘orm 
IMs, Vimala or Ms. Shoba at phone: 8364142, 886462 or Mi, 
Vimala at 3394252 aller 3:20pm 9° send small to 
-shavaret@ bl-venlnetins betore the 5! ot December 2c 


Evologival Journey, by Madhav Gadyi 
The latest bock by Machay Gadgi sa rare treat with a new 
introduction to. collacton of ald essays. Al af is 258 pages 
are packed wilh information acquired first hand by visits 
{he ‘laldiand by alscusstonewith people whose integny cant 
Lue questioned. We loam about the dishonast ways By whien 
‘the co called Lnvirorme-tal Impact Assessments are 

‘0 uit the wichoe of the peopis in authorily. The inal Terme 
of Reterance thersoves are so designed trattheinvestigaiors 
are trapped into producing reports which may apzo: 
tosupport the projec. Aseling example givanis ofthe Konkar 
Railway Project. The Ralways had decided in advenca of 
tha EIA about the alignment of the track, arid the persons 
asked to urdertake the EIA, the author himeelf beine one cf 
them, were only required :o enort on whathar the fra and 
‘auna adjacent le che ralimay lines were ikey to be atfected 
adversely BY this project. A sensble apsroach vcud rave 
bean to request the investigators to suggest an alignment 
wisn would have dene the leaatdamage to the 2-vironment 
‘As Ithonpens tho ra lay passes chrcugh an area crore 
periodic ‘loodhngto an extent of over akilemetet. Te deal with 
this proslem the locals hed put up a sluice gate which was 
coperd ard closed as required during high tds anc lew tide, 
‘and this teok care of the problems of weter logging. Gerigi 
and his ccllzague on tre Commie suggested that thare 
‘should be an overbridge et that point so thar the sluice gate 
shaw contnue to operate and there should be no water 
loggngasa resuito’ the reliway emoankrie"t T>lsimponent 
eneleg al requiramant was disrogardad wily the result thet 
malaria and encephaltis are nov! taking @ rol oi the [seal 
populailen. Another strking casa cf the ususl result of 
daveloument whare the interesis of tne ‘oval resdents are 
tetely gneres. There are rrany examalas of this kind which 
proves the poitt shat Conservation and Develepment 
‘considered to ba tho sides ofthe seme coin, can only besaif 
there isconplete honesty >the assessment ofthe impact of 
project on the ecology of the area. At Ais, $751: te Dook is 
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expensive but not for what itis. As a borus for birdwatchers 
‘one chapter is a reprint of the author's article on the Birds of 
andipur which appeered in the Newsletter for Birdwatchers 
in Vol. XVIII (6)1-"5, 1978. In fect the entre iseue consisted 
‘of cniy this article andis perriacs the best contribution which 
the Newsletter has recelvad during the oest 41 yeers. 


Mistaken Identity 

‘The letter irom Dipankar Ghose and Srkumar Chattopadhyay 
is very disturbing. Such eerious misidenification can cause 
endless dificulies for subsequent researchers, The Editor 
‘must keep his mind on the ‘alert for such cbwous errors. | 
recall (ual last yaur | received a nete sbou: several huncred 
\whitenecked storks ir Ketale, Fortunately | asked the author 
le recohedk. He replied, "Sony they were egrets 


A Tribute to the Newsletter 
‘The latter from Dr J. 8. Choker of the Indian Insttute of 
Management, Ahmedabad, isralhe-chee'ing. As you seethe 
arart of $500/- from Wiliam C. Selover sé resultin motivating 
a dodicaled yroup of Naturalists to undertake @ valueble 
corservaton projest. | ari sure that there are now many 
competent omithologisis/conservationistsfecologsts wie have 
tre ospacity 10 undartake uesful projects of this kd on the 
‘groune, and we are grateful to Dr. J. S. Chhokar for his 
encouragement, and the implied hope that such grams and 
activites will continue to eave our Fragile areas. 


Birds of Pu 
We are now bohg flooded with ornitholagleal erature ane 
this 's oaviously because there is a demanc for such 
publiestions as mors and more people have taken to 
birdwa:oing. | have just cclved a copy ofthe Bircs of Pune 
published oy Kalpavrksh in collaboration with the Centre 
for Environmental Education, ard suppor fram the Ministry 
of Humas Resource Davelopment. This isa most usafl baok 
consising of 138 pages and available, obviously sucsidised, 
‘or|usts 50/-. Every page isilustated with birds lating te 
the iex;, and a simple description wil make iteasy for novices 
1p identity she birds they see, iheve is 2 usetul crapter on 
Pirdwatcring-then andnow, ty Prakash Gole. The introductory 


para reads: “Is birdwatching more popular teday than 30 or 
40 years ago? Tha vary publication ofthis hock Indicates that 
ai ‘east its authors and publishers think it surely is, Not only 
this o00k, but euch periedicals as the neatly produced 
Newsletter for Biidaatchors, and the Pitta, srove the point 
Evennewsgarers provide sizeable soace for bru photographs 
and nevis about interesting sightings of ids in the area, 


‘Apart fram the sketches to whan | have referred, there 
ate coloured llustratons which would be use‘ul fer idenitying 
birds like for example, the sommon hawk cuckoo, even 
‘when itis silent anc act t20 easy to distinguish fram some 
otters, The Glossary the Index of Common Names, a List of 
the Birdwatching Orgarisations in Pure, a Check ist of the 
Birds of Pune Disttie, and, information about the best places 
for braing in Pure ~ all tase show tral the tock hes Oeen 
cereiuly plennec feruse of the commen ctizen, 


Remembering Shri. 0. Sudarsanam 
Iregret to announce tre passsing away ot Shi. Sucarsanam 
the founder of Navbharcth Enterprises on ? - 8 - 2007 
at his prime age of 88. I was our yuod fortune that 
‘Shri. 0. Sudarsanam was such a broadminded supporter of 
public causes. Our Newsetter owes much to rim far its 
progress. Mr. S. Rangaswari of Rishi Valoy ads. 


“Ihad the privilege of knowing lata Sr. O. Sudarsanam since 
4989, Itnas due to his untring zeal and an‘erpreneurial 
vision, ‘wisdom and acumen tha: Navbrarath Enterpris 
‘established during the pre - World War Il days, rose slaaui y 
from its madest beginnings to ts presert highiech status as @ 
‘modern printing press. Apart roi Lwin w veceran printar he 
hed bee" supportng many educational and religious causes, 
When ie con Mr. S. Srdnar wanted to take ever the 
responsbilty cf pub ishing KLEW years back Sti, Sucarssriain 
gladly extended his concurrence and support ~ a step any 
‘one else in his position would have hesitated. 

Ihave personel knowedyy of Si, Sudarsarcar*s Iierelity of 
sentiment and am sorry that NLBVY has lost a supporter and 
wollwichor In his domiee. My roepestful homace to che 
opaited soul so actively aseociated with the publeator o” 
NB in pinta joa tthe very end fis” 


This day will never be forgotton by the Birdwatchorsof Gujarat 
‘who nad gathered in Jamnagar to oaricipate in the fest oird 
‘oint tb taken in the Marine National Pak 


‘This count was organised by the GEER Foundation 
Gandhinagar, snd the Maine Park authotiies. Ox 26th 
moming we were ready to embark with rations and water for a 
‘hres cay etay en ono of the infanes of the Park whon thove 
were tterors and we could hear a roaring sound from the 
earn Theearhquekehad smirk Within a shortime the por 
‘was closed anc the bird count was called cf, 


Bridwatching on 26th January 2001 


SNEHAL PATEL, 81, Satan Sov., Sural 345.907 


Having come all prepared fcr three cays cf ictersive birding 
wa sere reluctant to rou to Surat. Having ennfirnod that 
every one back heme was safe, Nirmala, Mukesh and myself, 
membsts of the Natura Club Surat, decided to do some 
birdwatching on cur own in tre Jamnayar area, 


We started with the Lakinota Lake in the cantie of Jamnsgar 
oly itselt. Tho lake fsa unique vente fo” birdwatching. There 
‘wore thousancts 0° wale bitte which people fed with ‘ganthia’ 
and bread. We identified shevelles, pintals, dabcticks and 
coots, Focks oj blackwingod silts aléng the edges and cutin 
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Uw shallower water, Large flocke of seagulls, blue rock 
| Pigeons, sommonand Bratminy myras and hause crows were 
‘ying everywhere. The bread pieceswere paricuarly enjoyed 
by shovalle's and coots. Cots would grab bread pieces end 
swim far out witn ether bircs chasing them. Later in the 
aflernocn vie hired 2 Uee-wheeler and lett ‘er anearby town 
‘onthe way to Porbander. We sawsevera flocis cl Damolsels 
crane in tre fields on either side of the raac. Yelow-watted 
lagwongs showed remarkable skll at dodging the vehicles on 
the roat, Tre leperings would just not tolce of fom the road 
Whon the veh cles anproached them, they ran tothe le ifthe: 
cenceming vehic'ewasn the rant, and vice verse. Once when 
there were nwo vehleles on the road from oppasiie directivs, 
the birds cleverly stayed right in the cent of the roed with 
the vehicles paséing them cn etther sid. 


\We stopped ‘or refreshments ata roadside eating |o'nt. The 
counltysice was absolutely dry with very ‘ew large treas 
round, but to our surprise we sactiad a aalr of tree les on 
the tee shadng us. | nave seen ths bied ony Ih forests oF 
gardois wid: pluny of kaye Uees By this line var diver 
rea ize we wore inforoated in hitds ane ae he civeriedof tie 
readanto e dit tack toa lake, Itwas abumpy 8 endive with 
tus desnecately “ring te keep ourluggege from felina off. Tre 
decorfort was worthit.On the lake we sav lesser femingoes, 
demoiselle cranes and pintalls 


“On tre way backwe came across a flock of shaea, ard riding 
‘on their backs wore 2 black drongos. The drcngos were 
hanging on tha sheep-weel, and frequently descending tothe 
ground to capture incests disturbed by the grazing animals 
‘This wes someting | saw for the frst time. | got cowa ftom 
the vehicle and gradally approacred the flack wih my carrera 
eacy ene crawled right nto the Fock. The birds were not 
cearod at al. | wae almect at toushing distance: what an 
experience wih the shaep al around me and back drangos 
percied onthem I was.e0 delightes that | inished acompiete 
film rol snapping photegrephs of black crongos pigayack on 
to sheep. This association s very similar to cattle eurets ring 
calle or folowing = Teeror. Wack drenges seam be very 
adaptive creatures, | have seen them hawsing insects at night 
round tube lights. So ono Porsander. In Perbandor there is 
lake acain che nde ofthe cly whics has been designated 
a Did Sanctuary. Ihe auttovties have put up boards for bird 
icenifcation. Ths was a very fine place to see water birds, 
‘spadally waders, al very close distane. The ake also had 
lesser famingoes, pelicar', shovelles, zmong ote wetland 
species. On the opposite side of the lave thers ie an open 
Sewer lier there werebleclringedatita, shovellor, oarsmen 
teal, blacktalled gedwits, bartaled godwts, a large plover 
which we suspected vas a golden plover. The sirds ellowed 
ste agproach withn fiteen fset Tha blackwinged stlis were 


llpidking up tia fram the eewage ard thay wero tying to 
beas clase to the sewer outlet as possi tas a iexi book 
‘opportunity to compere the two szecies of godwis at such a 
clese range. 

We hae never seen ehavallore 20 lage hefare. In eouth 
Gujarat we need a pair of powerful binoculars ar a spotting 
scope toldently the ducks, We were eurcrised toses tat the 
eye patch of common teal was navy blue instead of deep 
‘reer. For some ima this puzzled us as no book mentions 
{ns, butarter fa an nour when mne sun angle cranged, ne 
navy blus shade changed Ib deep Green, 


‘Then we moved to the pond actoss the 1osd anc close to 
Bila cement factory. We were amazec'to count some 80CO 
lesser and $0 great fan gues in Ihe foieyrournd, wil) ie 
factory in the background, Behind uswas a residential eolony 
with chidran flying kliae. We sattlad dawn on the mud 
eméanknent fp atsorb what we were actualy seeing. The 
flamingces were extremely conficing and tookno notice of us 
fo the children fyng kites, Ve haz nevar seen so many 
flemingoes together eat, and that too so close. Th’s sigt 
reminded me of picuures of Ngorongoro crater in Africa with 
its mass of ‘laningoes. We also cbserved the greater 
flemingene moving thal lege forward and backward in tho 
wale standing with head submergad in water. They ware 
churning up mud for food 


Inthe seme water we notisad some diferent locking grebes 
‘which on abservation through spoting scope, turned out to 
he bhchnasked grebe. Beth these and the dabchicks were 
sulmming and diving close to each other, providing an 
fexcelert opportunity for identicetion. Here there were grey 
herons anc a few waders on the ecgs ef the lake. 


(Our next destivation was Dwarka, On te wav come e-ance 
Caine flying over us and landed behind a mud embankment 
‘across the road. WWe got davwn from the venisle and cimbec 
{0 look over the embankment. On tre diy lake bed we saw 
hundreds of demolselle cranes. There was aitle water only 
‘stone end, but the reatof the aie bod of cbeuthalta square 
Klomoter wee packed with cranes. There must have beer 
abot 7000 of hem, kwas a stunring sight. quite unbelievable 
Were we creaming? Naxt to the cranas ‘here were people 
cigging and filing tracto-s o carry away *he mud. The cranes 
‘wererotatall distu’ded, and se ws gracually ventured down 
‘the embankment ans settlec:cown to enjoy tne grestspectacie 
of che brds against the tle sky. The srenws were denking 
vvatar and then “roving to the open area. New focks mavoe 
fan tes jy the eatralad saline article 


We decided to make tis grend sight the final one of a very 
memorable hiding, and returned rome *0 Surst where we 
Jearrt abou: the huge tragady in Kuch, o 


Birding in a Vanishing Forest 


AMEEN ARMED, Wildife Aware Nature Club, Ghouse Buldincs, Horpet Mair Road, Tumkur 572 101, ad 
MARISH BHAT, Recearrtisr, Cantos lr Fenlagiea Srinneas, Indian Insitute of Scene, Bangalore 580 017 


Travelling south from Karkala town, headquariers of 
Xudremukh Wiidlife Division in the undivided Dakshina 


Kannada district, tha view of the Kudremuks part of the 
seemingly uncricing Sahayadh Fil anges gets eloseras ycu 
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near Guruvanakere vilags. [twas Christnas time and the sky 
was haze free. The blus background of these rain forest 
clothed mountains was epeciacular. Beautiful merrories Iran 
‘ur previous bircing outings on these evergreen forest slopes 
ind valleys were revived. In a jeep, we travelled fren 
Guruvaysnakere to Belthangadi town after which we 
proceeded egstwards along the Mangalore - Maodigers road 
to Kakkinjo, Daviating couthwarde we tavalled along a 
-metalled track for sight kilometers, which led us to Neriya 
village 


Neriya, a qulet village at te focth'ts of the Western Ghats of 
Dakshina Kannada district, will soon be overwneimed 
by ‘development’, in this Cese a pipeline te transport 
potrochomioal products. Extancive modia cevaraga about 
the possibie impactof Vangalore - Bangalors pioetne (MBPL) 
andthe vehement oppostion init hy ervronmentalsea mace 
us want<o study the situation inde:all Accompanied by Guru 
Prasad, @ member of Wildlife Avare Nature Club, and 
K. Narecdran, enother resaarchar from the Gentre 
{for Ecological Scenes, Indian Instiute of Science, we decided 


‘was our obvious cholee 


To the South of Kudkerukh National Park, the towering 
Saliayadris continue through lush forests of Neriya 
and Amedkally. This is consdered to be the narrowest forest 
corridor left throughout the Western Ghats, Adjoining these 
lorests, with the quel Neays rivulet lywing on one sid, and 
dense arecanut plantations on the ote’, lies Netiya vilage. 
‘The team irom Bangalore reached Neviya ete afterncon, ard 
'a8 it was too late to vist the forest, we decided to look out 
for birds 


We came across blossomheaded perakeeis |Psittscula 
‘yenocephala} encjungle bebolers (Turdoices striatus) within 
‘the arecatut plantations. Sunbirds, mainly purple rum 
(Wectavinia zeylanlca), ard fowerpeckers, were fting around 
some of the flowering plants. Jungle orows (Corvus 
‘macrorhynchos) coule be seen in plenty around the houses. 
fe walked up t2 the aloar and quistflewing Norya sttoam, 
and ou eyes ware drawa to the sight of « huge sik cotton 
‘tee, Amidst one of the branches were somechestiutheaded 
bee-esters (Msrops lescienault), their teads shining 
as the rays from the evening sun kssed hem. They were 
making sertes Inthe alr anc were successtul in most ofthe 
attempis. A fock of redrumped swalows (Hirundo daurica) 
‘were also busy hunting but without taking any vest. Loriceets 
(Lonculus verneus} noliesc by their sharp bret cals, used 
fo appear from nowhere and suddenly disappear among the 
aout hoes. Ou the stream bad a koe lille comma 
(Chiacrocorax rige/) was siting amidst the rocks and crying 
fis feathers, A solizary smal blue kingfsher (Aleed cithis) 
vas parroling the entire lencth of the stream in search of fsh 
Walking back towards the vilage, we saw a few creen 
sbes-ealers (Merops orientalis) resting on domestic powsr 
waremission Ines. Also, a lone Slyth’s reed warbler 
(Aorocephalus duumatarum) could be heard ehrping amicst 


some of he low bushes. It was late evening by the tine we 
got beck to the village. We decided to rest in the small 
famhouse ct Mr, Abbas, an arecenu! planter, As bre @vering 
progressed, a number ct Indian treepes (enarccitta 
agabunda) gabigead ce the dernetic power tranerrission fee 
in front ofthe house. The farm labourers eaidthalthese birds 
taoat here every ng. 


Fealy next morning we entered the forest, which was adjacent 
to the arecanut estate where we spant our night. Our tiategy 
was to walk for a day along the survey stones put up by 
Hincustan Petre Chemicals Lirited (HPCL), maridngthe route 
along wrich the MBPL would pass. We then would make 
8 lit of all fora end fauns which we would ceme across 
Mc Dinosh end Me, Pushpa, members of Dakshina Kannada 
Parisara Okkoo'a, Nagarika Seva Trusl, ths largast 
anviranmental aijanisatian af the uncivided akshina 
Kannada district, and Mr. lemail, a farmer from an araearut 
plantation adjoining Neriza forest, vounteered to accompany 
us. The birdife Increeses dramatinaly ance we stepped Into 
the forest. A few purple suntirds (Necleini asistics) and 
Tiekel's flowerpeckers (Diczeum erythroriynchos) were 
secking nectar in wid fiewers in a trae bordaring the estate, 
[Atte comerof ne haigerow separating arscanut plantatons 
from the forest, a magple robin (Gapsyenus sauilars) was 
taling melcdicusy. We folowed the survey stznss of the 
MEPL and came scross many species of birds endemic to 
the Westar Ghats. The forest wes of the moist deciducus 
'ypa, degraded at many plzess. On the unk of the tree on 
hich a Malabar ‘rogon (Harpactes fasciatus) was resting, 
‘was a small bie! creeping In @ ecules fashion, Ohsarzation 
revealed il as a vovel fronted nuthatch (Sits Fonials).A fow 
metres ahead, we stumbiedupan a flock of arcs feasting side 
by sida. This mixes huntng pay eansistad of yelaw browned 
bubbuls |Hypsipetes indicus), a famale scailel minivel 
(Periecacotus flammeus), nbythroated bubuls (Pyenencts 
Imalanicterus guiaiis} and a lore forsale paradise fycatchar 
(Terpsiphone paradis) . Wakirg 2 few paces aheadwe could 
se2 fo our south, te clear Netiya steam towing, anc noted 
the gradual nxcase in ive huighl Heavy climbers eavera 
huge tee agjoinng the stream towards us. Amidst cng of the 
climbers were two greater rackettalled d-onges (Diorurue 
paradiseus), hunting inesels in coribinalion. To see tha long 
tals ofthese darkhurters every time they made a sore emidst 
the green cover, was. sight to bchold. As wa were watching 
them through our feld glasses, Guru pointed out another pair 
of halrorested drongos (Diorurus hottentoitus) in one of the 
lrees, Again, there was a drongo pa hunting leisurely. Aftor 
‘observing them, al of us vere searching for more cirds amidst 
the high cenony, when Ameen's eyes lacked on some 
movement i the green foliage ovathead. All of us sew the 
soltary green pigeon win a7 erange paren on its chest, This 
was the frstaver sighting ofan orangebreasted ycscn pigeun 
(Treron beinetal by any of us, asighting thatwill remain stched 
In our momeries for along time. 


We walked alang the leaf litered foolpath paral to the 
stream. Uncistuibed by our approach, « biackheaded oriole 
(Orlalus zanthomes} cartecion its acivty on abranch amidst 
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the high canopy. A jungle owlt (Glauciolum radfatuni flew 
from the ho'e of a hugo tres on ta a nestby dead branch, 
Swinging its head in typical cwlet style, it watched us with 
alarm from whars ¢ was perched. Upon Seeing us, a lock o! 
ubusvunled Laughing eusies (Gurrular delessent) seated 
dep among the undergrow'h in vhicr they were feeding, They 
‘were in touch with each other tarough low chips. The sence 
of this forest was pierced et reguiar intervals by the call of 
crested serpent eagle (Spilom's cheelal, Even after carefully 
scaring the greenery above us, nawhore could this rapior 
be seen We continued our walk and came across lush 
Undergrowt> ofthis moist deciduous forest A bid the szeol 
Nilgit fycaichor was siting on ane of the meny hanging 
‘creepers Itwas behaving lke af'ycatchet: siting a'a raricuar 


two. As we were tying toidantiy i *Fiving Lizard” said loud y 
cone ofour zeammembers. Guru polntednis fingerat ‘he sunk 
of a nearby tree, stregging hard te shew us this wonderiul 
reptile, but tused is caroutlage to outwitus al. As we turnad 
satsier, itwes gone emldst 
the creapers ani undergrowth before we could icenify it. 


We came acrcss a small driad up nulleh, where Harish 
Iderrifeda lena (big rabusteimben), Calycopterisflribunda. 
This is a vary special liana fer forest dwellers, pauticulaly 
during eumrmar. Wren ws cut open tho etump oF the liana, it 
‘squirted water that asted normal ard we delight consumed 
I. This lana can give upto 2 lites of water. informed Harish. 
Amazing vagetat o> nan amazicgforest natural weclth one 
gone... ono forever. 


(To be cortnued. 
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spot end occasionally taking towing o catch an odd ines 


the review article on, Threatened Birds ofthe Wor publs"ed 
inte Mayslure 2901 issue of he Newsletter for Brcwatchers 
makes very sad readng.cn the stata of conservation of birds, 
sid thet labial in nes. Approximately one tents (123) of 
the species, a number of them endemicto hidia (24 eps) are 
threalaned with extinction ina foresconble futur. 


Inthe las: 50 years, anumber 61 commen bids heve besome 

trdangered due 1 poachirg and habhat loss. Tre cecline 
ofbusiard spsces's apognanttale ofour falure tounderstand 
halure and ite inieato wab, whioh binds all tre epzoloa 
together. We krew mighty litle about sone of the commonest 
birds like whito-rumped and langhillad vultures, which 
now feature among some of the mast eritcal tird species 
In the world. We are stupefiedizy the sudden disaopearance 
‘of this most useful bird, which seemed so abundan: that 
It cid not deserve a second glance except by a few who 
watered and envied ts uncanry abil to be prosont at mast 
ilotesque places and fithy situations. 


| feel that it would be a good idea If all the readers of 
the Newsletter ‘or Sirdwatchers report mpertant sites in their 
district o° region and aisc the status of threataned birds 
af Ingia according 10 Asia Red Data Book, Therefore 
in the folowing patagraohs, am presontiy the sles ard 
threatoned bird epooies found in four detrete of south east 
Rajasthan, namely Keta, Bundi, Baren snd Jhalawat 


(Ou of 129 threstened bird species of Inala, | have recorded 
16 ny study area, which fallin diferent. catagerias of Fakta 
thar oxicionos. Tne broaleup is 2 e1itcal, 1 endangered, + 
vulnerable, 1 ccnservation dapendan’ and &near freatened. 
The stes and imzortant cid spaces utlizing those sites ‘or 
feeding, roosting or Lreedina are presented inthe following 
paragraphs. 


Important Birding Areas in South East Rajasthan 


for Threatened Bird Species 
AAKESH WAS, 2°22, Vigyen Nagar Kote 024 095 


Ghambal River Vatey:- The Chanel ‘ver passes through a 
shear between rock faces as high as 100 meters in same 
laces between Rana Pratap Sagar Dari and Kota Barago, 
Aara Pratap Sega’ Danis siuuled upproxiraiely SC kms up 
stream from Keta and is betw2en tho ‘wo af them at abcut 
28 kma trom Kota another dam aamed Jawaharsagat 
'sstusted, National Chambal Gharial Sanctuaryhas its etarting 
orrt at Jaweharsagar and the ciffsof thispartalthe Sarctusry 
have ecquired great importance fer their vutura populations, 


White ramped vultures wore one of the commonest sights in 
Rajastia’ because of ts high domestic cattle population. In 
very village cr city carcase disposal sits, fucks of cver 200 
Dies were a contnon signt. Thay wor follaved by Iongbilles 
and scavenger vulures, which always ‘ollowed When white 
‘umped had opened the dead animal's bocy. In a number of 
places one oF two king vuituras ware alnaye prosont, but 
‘walted forthe initilfrerzy to bo over. In winter eyttans also 
‘bined in the feast. Whitetumped vallures were seen roosting 
land breeding on lags trees on the ourskins of the Vilages 
always ata height of over & meters. The lengailed vultures 
hed a stronghold on the clifs cf Crambel river Valley, where 
| pras.me a population of over 800 birds stil survives. ALany 
point cf ine in a year approximately 109 neste may be seen 
In ciferent stagos of inaubetian er fasiging In tha ‘ast two 
years, | nave observed only about 20 while rumped vutures 
and 2-8 nests heve been seen in the last 12 months. 
Scavenger vulture nests have also been recorded, The lettsr 
Iwo species always uses to breed cn trees leaving Whe olils 
‘or longbilled vutures and wooly nacked storks. 


Ibwish 1 take up a detailed stusy of ecology of the vultures of 
(Chara river valley anc conservation measules needed to 
save this pozulation ané augment their umber if passible 
‘with the financial sesistansa from some erganization like 
Otiontal Bird Club or Birdife International. 
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‘Sorsan Great indian Bustard Hunting Closed Area Situated 
S0kms east of Ket it wase strongholdof great Indian busiarc 
Until abouta decade back whan over 20 circs were recuarty 
seer. Breeding was last cbservad in 1983-90. The numbers 
have decrensed to a mougre 2 Lirds and a vast avea where 
nunting wes closed has been usurped illegaly for sulivetion 
‘ot habitation. Uneen‘rolled grazing and increaeed human 
moverngl has also caused great damage, 


Canal seepage marshes and vilage tanks :- The seepage 
marshes on Right Main Canal and Left Main Canal 
Urnmeigarj, Laldnawa, Abheda, Nancaand many ohervilage 
tanks over four disticts of South East Rajasthan were most 
important breeding areas of saris craresin Rajat. Inthe 
last decads, tha number of nesting pairs have croaped in 
teoth the breeding seasons i=., Aug ~ Now & March - Way. 
‘The worrying aspect is tho clutch failures, theflof eggs from 
the ness and death ot youna bids die to dsturbence. Ie! 
thazsarus eranes ere votins of governmental apathy towards 
‘radtional village waler harvesting systems anc unabated 
‘encroachment of seezace marshes by landownershaving 
theircultivated land close to the canal. 


LUdpurie Vilage Tank :- Aiter accidental discovery of a large 
breeding volony cf painted storks at Udpuria vilage tan 
appiox. 26 kms tron Kote, | have follewed the breading yeer 
after year Well over 250 pairs nested on tis ress inthe cose 
Vioirity ofthe tank between August -Februaryeach year curing 
the past 5 years. 


‘Aten pairs of blackneaded ibis also breed on the same tees 
during surimer, This Isa smal area cf about s hectares and 
‘vary easy to manage because of the pasitva attitude of the 
vllagers tawerds the birds. 


Ainiya & Bardha Dame. Lakhawe Vilage Tank -- The dry 
‘shingly margins of Ainiya and Bardha Nam and Lakrawa 
village tark were the stronghold of great thick knee, which 
ence bred in large numbers there, Lekhawa tank is ro more 
suitable due to disturbance and tha poor state of the 
waterbody. The great thick knee are seen on these two 
medium size dams all over the year, Breeting is observed 
between May - Sept. every year. 


“The redheaded vulture and Indian derter are twoother resident 
birds, which ware commen ance and bred regularly. Indian 
darter still maintains its cermanent presence at Ummesgan) 
but redheeded vultures are rarely seen, 


The wetlands of this region are vary important wintering 
quatters for tras migran:s ancllocally rigrantendangerec irs 
species. The pelicans rormally arrive in Decarnber on slowly 
emptying modiam sized dams and large walerbodies and 
remain tll about May depending uso the water condiions 
andaveilailiy of food. Spotbilled policans axe rare and set 
‘gly ones in awhile ameng age parties of Dalmation pelicars. 


Alniya andSardha cam, Karaksacer leke, Ranpur vilacetank 
‘are some of the important sites where 50-250 pelleans wintor 
‘every yoat. Hunting pressure on thes iris alse very high for 
‘the alleged curing properties of the cil obtained irom is fat 
reserves, 


‘A pair of Imperial eagles is ewen regulary cn Aliya dam for 
the last decade. In the last 2 years, ts presence at Abneca 
‘and Berdha dam has alse become quite regular. in ll ebout 
1&6 birds regulary vsitn's part and live cose tothe wetlands. 


‘The Incian ekimmer is a locally migrating bird seen on sandy 
cof mucldy islands inthe dam beds wurny eurnmner.Ilis avery 
inggular visitor fo these parts an¢ so Is the case with the 
Blacknecked stork. Although once & palr of thesa bids startod 
building anest amongst the breeding colony of painted storks 
at Udpuria, out the process was abandoned within a short 
tie. These rarestarks ara infrequenlly seen on wellands and 
marches every year 


Ferughous ducts are requlerly seen in smalinumbersinlarge 
‘waterbodies and typha filed marshes. Black bellied terns sre 
also seen fay regularly during winter months but never in 
tig numbers. Time and egain | have reiterated Uie riced to 
protactinporatl bid areas tke Cnambalrivar Vallay, Sorsan, 
Udpura and seepage marshes but o no avail. Stl | feel that 
4 we put forth tho importanes o! eslact areas fer endangered 
bird epaciae through a platform lke the Newsiater, it would 
posttively "ave better acceptance from gavernmontal agencies 
responsibis for protecting these areas, a 


Birds of Binsar 


IMs, ORUS ILYAS and Dr, JAMAL A, KHAN, Conzevvation Ecology Resear Group, 


‘The Himalayas ie ove of fe most sacrednatural stesin inca 
and in Hindu mythology it Is considered the abode of many 
Gods and Gedeasces, It harbours wealth of fore and fauna, 
anc constitutes the maior cart of Ife support system for 
humarity by regulating the iniricate network of rivers and 
tives flowing down to the aqiicuture dominated plains. 


Binsar Wildlife Sanctiary (hanoeforh refered es BWS) is 
‘one such area in the Himalayas, waich is not only rish in 
biodiversiy, buts a greet ettrection io” tourists from around 
the werid desause ofits panoramic beauty anc te spritual 
lagacy. BWS is at a distance of 20 km from Almora Distrctin 


Department of Wildife Sciences, AMU, Aigath 202 002 
Uttarathend and was given @ sintus of Sanctuary in mid 
eighties cue to its bisdiversiy value. tis an ca%-cominated 
forest covering an area about ¢5 km? which includes 2 km# of 
the core zone. Binsar represents the ciataciatiste tora of 
most temperate type ot ‘orest as describes by Saxena and 
Singh (1282). The elevetion cf I's tighcs: point is roughly 
2450 m whereas tha surrounding ranges barely reach 1500m 
in elitude, 


The forest of Binsar Is dominated by tires vegetation types 
le, pure cak farest, oak mixed forest and chir pine ‘orast 
‘rterspersed by agricultural land. On higher altiudss pure oak 


ee 
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forest comprise Quersus flsritunde, Q. leucot‘icophore, 
Fhecodtondron arboreum with shrubs of Arundinaila Sp., 
Myrsine africana, Huous bitorus, Daohne papyracea and farrs 
like Athyrium sp, Poysichum sp, Forum sp. 


“The lower reaches ic., oak mixed lores! consst of several 
species of deciduous trees, mainly Q. Jeusotisephora, C. 
(glauca, Alnus nopalensis end shrub species sudh &s Berbsris 
anstata, Rubus elipticus. The chi-pine forest comprises Finus 
roxburght along with Vsermum catinifolur, Voernuen mufata 
‘ameng shrubs Pyracantia, Myrsine afticana and Desmodium 
spacies. Tha pinatorastis ntersparsedby hoagicultural land. 


Binsar is nut only rch floistialy but has mammal species 
‘such as Leoperd (Panthera caraus), Yellow throated Merten 
(aries flavigula), Barkng deer {Muntiscus muntaks, goral 
(vemorhaedtis goral), Wild boat (Sus scrofa) eX, Two such 
‘specins of ba.ttarfies ar known ko our fn Bisa which hava 
et beenrezoedirom any'otre” egon of KunaonIlimalayas. 
“Those two are Groat Satyr (fulocara paca, Satyritac) arc 
the Mixed Purch (Oodona ovis, Erycinidae). Som cf these 
feed on grasaea Gemtaces, 188). 


Binur Tras une ef te ilo: tak ox Hla tan 
of the bid species diversity, A total number 162 bd species 
belonging 19 3? ferileshave teon ident find by mefrem BWS 
during the study peried ‘rom January 1298 fo Jecember 

SGA Tha shuy wns a pat al tha long-term reseaieh project 
on the ecdogy of Kumnacn Hiralayas. Our interest in bird 
watching inspired us to make a checkist of bire. 


“Tre maximum number of 54 enecios wae recorded from femily 
Musticazicas, Oul of 168 spacies 2 pheasant species i.e. 
keklas (Pucrasia macrofopha) and kaleaj (i opshua 
Jeusometanos) and three partiidge scesies ie, Black partidge 
(Frarcoines fancolnus), common hil partige (Arborophiia 
Torqusola) and chukar partidge (Alcctonis chukar) wore 
resorded ‘rom Binsa’. The fascneting Shahsen falcon 
(Fslco peregrinus peregrinator) was sighted only oree curing 
Juy “886, & species of woodpeckars were recorded fron 
inser itset 


Afterthree years of ourstucy forthe assessmentaf bociversiy 
values wa found tha! the dependency of the locals on 
the smal oak patch is continucusly increasing (Onslyes 1998; 
Fare ot 2, 200). Atetalof 22 ilages in and eroune Binsar 
Wildlife Sanctuary are dependent on forest rescurces for 
fusiveod, fodd, tmber, giazing and other minor forest 
produce. |luniing is also one of the thrests te biodiversity. 
Locals kill ground dwelling birds such as <aleej, ko‘las, 
‘cemmen hil paridge ard slack pavricge far food! Due 
enessive ‘Tee cutting, lepzirg for fucl wood and fader, osk 
forests are being degraded and centinue to shrink in size, 
wherees pine forsats ava enarcachng var tho ca fercets. 


Boing a ema ara of 45 kin? thie Gunctualy hae vary high 
anthropogenic pressure. In order toconserve the bird scecies 
fof Bingar Wildif Senctsary ineals shauld be provided some 
allarnative means fivelincod. There isalso a needtorplecina 

restrict on on cuting, oping, grazing and a completa 
ban on poach ng bird: go thal existing anth opogenic prassures 
may be reduced and kd populations increase hn abundance. 


‘Check list of the kires of Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary 
Family: Actpitdoe 


4 Pavan iets vas migrsns govinda 
2 Sica ‘ccoiter backs 

8. Sparew hawk ‘Accor sue molacensios 
4 Upland buzzard butzo rermiasus 

5 Enstem steppe angle ‘Aquila rpsx ipalensis 

6. Benel’s eagle Hiorasctus fasciatus 

7. Golden sagl2 Aguia ehnyzactos 

8 Black eagle Tehtinserus maiayorais 

S. Hirelayencreyhented ting ence chetyophaga nara 

10, King wuture Sercogies cais 

11 Mirateyan grifon ‘ype hmaayenss 

12, Egyptian value Neoptron porenoptows 

18. Baerded vulture Gypastis bacbatis 


14. Crasted serpent eagle 


For: Falconidae 

5. Sreneen tsloar ORB rai peragorusperserneser 
8. Kectel P ‘i 

Family. Phasisvisae 2 

7. Chukar paige Alectoris chuker 


*m Race panier Teancninus tanesiins 
8, Comrie fll partido Aroerophits torqueota 
20, Kale) phsesant Lophuraeucemelanes 

21. Kolias aheasent Pocrasa macoieghe 
Family: Coumices 
22. Mesge nied Qrean pigeon 


Solioms chesta 


Tek setae 
Teron shosnizoptera 
Columba patumaus 

Shevtopete contr 
Streotopeta socacct> 
Sreotepete ince 


5. indian ang dove 
BF. Space devs 


amy: Pattsidan 
28. Blosscirneaded parakat 
28, Slayhsadue sarakout 
Fan: Cuvabsae 

33. Lane Faniccuckoo 

SF. idan cuckoo 


macula eyancceehale 
Peitacule hive 


Cues searvsnoites 
Cueulis merepterus 


$2, The curkoa Cucuiua cenous 
Femiy.Strolsae 

8, Collared igmy onlet Siavoitum bralsi 

24, Darradowet Guavcidim cucioidss 


25, Brown woo ol 
Femiy: Caprirulitee 

8. ndan jung e nighiar 
97-Longlallae rier 

Family: Anooitee 

8, Whiethrowted spinel awit 


Saperuigus netous 


hentia cauiecita 


30 Lame viilenumpad swt Apu pacifous 
Famly:AMeodnicse 
40. Common tingisher Aloe aie 


11, We breaates engfaher 
Famiy: Upupisae 

sB.roos0e 

Family. Cspitoniase 

#8.Great il arvet 

Family. Pcie 

44, Scalybalied green woodpecker 
46. Blacknaped gree wooepacker 


Haloyen smyrcensis 
Upspa ences 
Mocateims viens 


Pious equernets 
lows cant 
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48 
48. 
0, 


52 


Large yelownaose wooeresier 
Swell ylomaped wosxpecer 
Lesser aldantacked woosnecee: 
Fufousbelied vaccpecker 
Himsayen glee wooopecker 
Browrttentes pad woospeckar 


Famiy: Hrundiiosa 


-Famiy: Onciiae 


‘Bice eal 
Slander ed black once 
Navoan ioe 


Fao Powrides 


56 
oe 


amie Corvidas 


e. 


‘lack orengo 
shy arenge 
Bronzed orenge 


Junge nyra 
ball myn 


ay 


ectilad blue Nagel 
sunge crew 


amy: Carpephagidas 


7 
7 


Pad tyeatchershrike 
Smale grey eusken-shrke 
Longa: manet 


Femite Pysnonvtione 


viiecheeked Hu 
Fechantad Huby 
lack bub 


Famite Massianicae 
‘Si Fay: Traine 
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82. 
Sub emi 


%. 
os 


‘Scayb-eosted ron botlar 
\itetnoated lauging thus 
Steck laughing fuer 
estaaed tughieg trish 
Fodvinged shite bakbler 
Eartrosed eva 

Yellonased yuan 
Bischeanpod aia 
Muceicepwae 

‘oty fyoatener 

Pulasstetes fycaier 
fousbelied nite 
\iriebrowed be fycatoher 
\erdearfyeatcher 
Greyreades theatche: 
\nvtetnoated tantal nyeatener 


syninge 
‘aperan: uch varter 
‘Seti bush warbir 


Pe Havinusha 
ous chhrabptos 
Dropur: benanalarse 
Hypopious yperyinss 
Pioiteshimalayensis 
Photess auncers 


sive ook 
Otis cinemas tenures 
Outs at 


Dinas adem 
Dens eucootae.s 
Denis sensu 


erdotneres tis 
eridorares fuse 
Giacule refipcse 


areas gtaetaias 
Sarute trots 
Oissa entvartyiele 
Cons mancmnohos 


Hemus pate 
Coracina measehisos 


Prenonits eagye 
Pyonenous eater 
Hinsberes madgascaionsie 


Proopyga athens 
Garaiex aboguanis 
Garntoy neste 
Garniex ecrtronepnalie 
Plenahius faviscans 
Mats suis 

Yonina aves 
Hetorophasia caisata 


scien reese 
IMuscaca sanders 
Muscicaca sipertirs 
Nuscicaea telassira 
Cuiiteape ceyonensis 
Fiplouraalticans 


ata farcivacsa 
Deedyptene tose 


95, Fa nisat were 
96. Teka al wate 

{F. Cranaotarrs eat water 
‘98. Yellow eat wate 
98. Greyisced lef watior 

100 Laeb eden! waiter 
10°. Dut green warbler 

103. Sresheaded tyeather warbler 
104, Slackaced tyestonr weet 
108, Boll erst 

Sub iy, Taree 

Joe. Sk etal 

wr. Magpie rob, 

108. Grange faved bus bin 
410 Rice erstet 

11, Bucrored redtat 

112. Lite fed 

113. Sata fort = 
Te. Pies bush chat ee 
1u9.enesmirba ae tock thesh 
118 Blue “ork truss 

119. Blu fisting nrsn 

120, Pa noaaked meuriaie thrush 
12%. Lorgieled rauntan nnn 
122, Golzen moomain tush 
129. Large ous Hous 

124. Tekelts th 

198 Whitest Wark 

186, Grepwingos blasted 

477 Gueshexcied thas 

528, locitvostd trash 

129 iste twas 

amy: Pninencae 

110 Alpine secertor 

39° Robin sooeto" 

122, Futeus trast asentor 
Famiv: Paitee 

SS Gry tt 

30, Greenbackad tt 

125, Crestecblac tt 

198, Blas at 

138, Frecapped it 

199 Redhestesiit 

120. Whietrastd it 

Family: Sides 

ser tnetalea nunateh 
ramiy: venice 

ia. tes eceper 

145, Himaajan toe erseper 
Famiy: Nottie 

1 Faany tele ppt 

1148, Yellow wag 

18, Gray wet 

ser. ibe weal 

Famiy: Deasiace 

‘48. Hrebreosted towepocker 


Phyesccoue nessa 
Phylescccus aifis 
Phylescocus pucher 
Pryfescipes arrates 
Pryteccarue meculpennis 
Piyteserpus maynrase’s 
Prylesccoes woxhibiaes 
Ssloarais xanhaschisos 

Lroscopus schistcaps 
‘equus gus 


Exmacus bruoneus 
Cepsyonus ssuizris 
Enracus eyarors 


Prosricuis easrueccepnalus 
Phosofouusirrts 
Enicwus sceutet 

views masvatus 


‘Sexoule vaya 
Oenaie severe 
Gheimarsini lscoveptales 
Monten nacrtne 
Monisola saitarss 
Migchorus c2crueus 
Zeotere miissma 
Zeowre cer 

Zeottere deus 

ectiere martcsa 

Trt sriocior 

Tees beubou! 

Tui noses 

Tus neo atrogulen's 
Tuntis vtshonss 


Prune cles 
Prensa suogbista 


Paris aio 
Parse menteous 
Cepnatonynisflaroans 
Agthatos conchnus 
‘Aegibaos nveoguiaris 


‘Sita timelayanss 


Ceri tris 
Caring hmasyane 


Actus navasseelandioe 
‘rosea isis 

Metealia snerss 
etscta alse 


Disses ignzectus 


oe 
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Fariy: Necareiaae 


Vie.Nepal yolewtacked wails Aatiopyyat fans 
1$50.Blaekbrencted sbi ‘Aathapyge astuais 
Zestercplize 
SSi.White aye Zosterops pepebrosa 
Femiv : Peceitas 
Sub amiye Passat 
Passer comets 
Passer mortars 
1S4.Crmartcn vee sparrow Passer rutilans 
Lonoture laberica 
186.Spetted muria ‘Lenceura punctate 


amy Feyiilee 
ub fai: rngline 
155.Hozgson's meuntan inch 
156. Corman ree nen 
1CPrk Pe rage fich 


Leuccoteie aerorcola 
Carmediacs sryhiain 
Carpeiaens "on:cO8 


"Bi. Vinaoeous oes fray 

153 Boum bulinok 

14, Rechaeded bulfireh 

Fariy: Emersiaae 

‘55. Rok banteg 

1s Grastat aumang 

Feference 

Saxena A.K and JS. Singh (1932). phy'osseiiogical analyse ct 
wooty species in fares! commurities cf a part ef Kurraan 

Corus Iyas {1308}. People and the protected areas. A case study of 
Binsar witlfe Sarctuary. Published Repo. VAMWF Ite 

Rana RS., Asam Penwsiz, Scems Bhate and Orus tyas (2000), 
Sustainable use cf feres:bie-esources by lncal cammainties. 
Tne case of Heser Waite Sanctuary. PLS ed reparl. WWE: 
nla, 152 

Smetsaes, P1985. An ecolsgizal problem at Binsar, Mimaleyan 
Research & Developrazn' {ll 59-60 ff 


(Garpaeaus vinscaus 
Sarpataee tates 
Prius npsersis 
Pyrhas. ertwocopnala 


Emborza cia 


‘ N Rare Visits of some Wetland Birds to some Tanks of 


<j 


Prevalence of steady envirenmancal conditions ir any area 
ensures the basic needs of organisms inhebitng that eres. 

raat changes in the enviranmeat for ene reaacn or other 
dectablize the orcaniems thevcia, Thismey ovton roaukir ther 
untimely exadus in search of betta ‘aclities alsewhare. Birds 
are no exoeption 10 this phenomenon. Ths year's severe 
summer and lolal failure of che s.v. monsoon rains in most 
parts of Ketrataka Stata 07 the aster sones of our westem 
‘ghats is one such situstion that has resulted in corpetely or 
neary completely crying up of rurmeraus tarks in this region. 

Anumter of resident wetiandbird ssedes mighthave lftineit 
hemes seeking better feecing grounds elarwhere. They would 
have atived at euch places whore cnough codis avaliaia et 
least temporarily to tide over the urfiendy stuation. Against 
‘such @ back¢rouno, some wetland bird species arrived at a 
few tanks of Dhanvac, last year, May-July, 2000. Beeides 
them, some more species have appeared in these tanks this, 
year too! 

This arise reparts the anival alive species of wacing birds 

v2. |, chestnutblttem bxoorvenus cinnamamous(Lland creat 
whe balled Feran Arca insignis(H) (Fam: Arceid), painted 
store Myctoriafeucoceahela iP) (Fem: Ciconiaee), glossy ibis 
Plegads falonelius (L) and spuoribll Platalea eucorodta {L) 
(Fam: Threskombhidse) enda swimmer, tufted pactard Atta 
fuligula (L) (Fam: Anaticita) 19 a fow tanks in and arcund 
Dharwad. Eavlior aurveye of the airfouna have net reparted 
‘these birds in Dharwad ragion (Desai st el. 1992-2001, +298, 
2003, end Ulttangi, 1985). Asthelr sighting here in Dharwad is 
‘he first of ts kind, we considered i worth recortin. 


The chestnut bitten was confined to the swampy reed bed 
while the tufted pochard was confined to tre s7alow weters 


Dharward (Karnataka State, India) 


Dr RIN, DESAI, 29 C44? Main, Vivolanand Mager, Drarwad 689 004 and 
i Poof. G.S.KALLUR, Meenasinakei Compoune, Satisn Aad, Mal 


smd, Dharwad 580 007 


of the Langotikere of Jayanagar. Both these were sighled in 
uly 2000, Nive adult grea: white belled herons along wite 
Four pupie hens @A~ 2 Jou, tny yioy lrtito, “Hea 
egret and twelve cattle egre's, were sighted in the selon 
‘waters of Kugglkerein June-July manthe tris year. When the 
same tanicwas pracicaly dry exzosinglarge mud fa's F May, 
7896 thare wes a sincle lossy itis along with some common 
‘waders. Eight painted storks (all adults) were shutting between 
Hosayellapur anc Nuggikere tanks iv July-August rontisias: 
‘year. On the otner hand cightadulte along wth eight juveniles 
‘Were seen only n Navalur tank this year. They Mere also 
roosiry On Wie WEEL0RS, Added To Our excrement vas the 
activa’ of thirty spoon bills, al adults, 1o the Naval tank in 
Nay, this year. Thay vere sill there even in tha month o} 
August. Theirplumage clearly indicates that tho birds are in 2 
anchesading phase ‘Thay 21a alee fied rating on the 
‘ueetops aong wth he painted stores. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


SOME INFORMATION AND MISINFORMATION ON THE 
EASTERN WHITE STORK IN WEST BENGAL. 
DIPANKAR GHOSE, C/O Dr. GK Sah, Dect ef Zoouyy, 
University of Celoutta, 35 Ballyginge Circla Road, Kokata 
700 019 and SRIKUMAR CHATTOPADHYAY, Scientist SE, 
In-charge, Wildlife Seciian, Zoolocical Survey cf Indi, 
Pranivigyen Bhavan, “V' Block, New Alor Kokaia 


The caster white stork Cleonla boyclana (Ave: 
Ciconiformes: Ciconiidae) has been categorised 2s en 
Endangered species in tho 2000 IUCN Red List Threatened 
Spesies (Hilto>-Taylor, 2000). It has also been mentioned 
‘that @ great deal of habtat desttucton along with habitat 
‘wansformation for human usage can be atlrured to thks 
stuation, Historical accounts say thet ths bircis an uncomrnon 
\wintar visior to the Indian States of Assam and Man’pur and 
slsn Rangiadesh (Ai and Fipley, 1983). In a more revent 
Nerature, ths tird has besn noted as globally theectened 
(Grimmettetel., 1989} Thorewas ne published lierature about 
this bird's occurrence in West Bengal tl 1896. In the same 
‘year From the popular Indian orrithologicaljourval Newsletter 
for Blrawetches we came to «now bu! the ocuuriarice of 
‘his ord from a particular piace inthe south24 Pergenas cistrct 
in Woet Bangal. The arlicle was “Eastern White Stake vist 
‘West Henge by Shri Ananta Mia, NLBW 96(21- 82. For such 
arate species this was indsed a great news (we wish ithad 
been true). Ineklentally we happen to xnowr Mr. Ananta Mitra 
28 we are members of the sarre Calcutta based NGO. In 
fact, Mr. Micra inormied us about this wonderful fading arc 
the very nx-day we visited the site and found! hal abou! 120 
Asian epenbil Anastomus oscitansto be present tharo. They 
wars the euine birds that Mr Mirareferred io, Several other 
eorle visited this site, even einen: Scentiets from the 
Zoological Survey 0’ Incla vistad this area to conirm the 
presence of Endangored castern white store, unfortunately 
tp their disappointment, the birds were just Asian Open 
Te ourastonishment, we found in the above mentiond issue 
of NLDW that Mf. Mitra has published an aricle whit= 
nnisidentiying the birds. Promptly the fire autnor wrote tothe 
NLBW ponting outthis misiake. The Edorial Ofice of NLBWW 
acknowledged the ietlar, nawavar, they seamed ta havea lot 
af faith on the ndings of Mr. Vita. In the same letter, the 
Honouratle Editor of NLSW sad “Srall | send you letet— or 
contents —to Arana Mitra fer his comments? Do let me knov. 
He also pointes out “k seems dificult to baileys that serious 
birewalchers would make a mistake about the icenaficaion 
of these birds”. Tre frst author replicd to fai szying thet a 
report of 140 Endangered Birda froma never betere ste has 
‘bs eupporlad by a photagrach as these birds are quite large: 
tn get chem with a simola 201 "ra tlalens. Unforunatoy, ho 
asnel received any cornmunication from the NLEW Ecitorial 
Office ill date regarding ‘hismetter. Koviever, nethoris frst 
nor secord latter to the Ecifor, NLBWY got cubished, ner the 
nnisgaka was restifod or claifizd rom local autharities. Ve 
result Ineusion of the stete of West Bengali the disirbation 


(f eastern stork in recent literature (Grimmet 1 wl, 1999), 
However, nthe latest Iterature on this field, the mistake was 
painted out (Choudhury, 2000) ac tha ead bird ware oponiil 


Considering all these points, we once agan requested the 
RLBW to reolily the vnistake of publishing errencous 
informetion and we are aure that this wil uneoubzedly Improve 
the face value o! this popular journal. For such allarge and 
canspicwous bird havirg 2 world population ofc. 2500 with 3 
possible decline (Perernou etal, 1994 and Byats otal, 1995) 
'8 popuation of 140 bids, which Is about 7% of the global 
population frem a rew sie detinitly claims much attention, 
Noreover, curing the stated pericd none wes rocorded ‘rar 
its ristericel dstabusior areas within our country (Choudhury, 
2000). Thus the cozument on eastem white stork published 
in NLEW 382): 32 has to be restified and we atroncly 
recommend an Edtoral comment in the next issue of the 
NLEW. 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE NEWSLETTER. Dr. JS. CHHOKAR, 
Professor and Dean, Indian instilute ct Management, 
Ahmesabad 389 018, India 


Ihave ustread the atticle “Swift Acion that Savedthe Suits” 
ty Dr. Satch A. Pande, Vistwes Katdare and Ram Mone n 
the May-June, 200 issue of the NewstetierforBirdwvatcners, 
[ind the action o} Pande, Katdare and Mone to be very 
impressive, 


While publishing it in the Aewsicttor for Birdwatchers and 
awarding then the Wiliam Selover grant for 500 Dolars 21e 
both very worthwtile. | chink this incident deseives wider 
lssemination, and for ‘wo reasons. One, | think this = 
Ikeiyteinepira and mosvate some more people 1 getinvelved 
in conearvation setivity, Two. and more impartenly, this is 3 
Unusual insidentnat only necaiise something worthwhilewes 
achieved by the alertness of the gentlaman butalsa because 
the government authorities, in the form cf the Forest 
Departnent and the Coast Guerd, did adinirable work. Ths. 
makes it even more unusual perticularly in these days when 
neta 's alot of eyncisn about government agences, 


lam no: eure hew this wider dissemination can or should be 
dons. Lamveling to doa bri vrite-up 0 ba sentto the rational 
‘nevispapers wit the hope that thay will publish it. This of 
course woul have to ke acceptatle to Pance, Katdare and 
Mone, and alsoto the Newsiettor 


6 


Newstetor 8 


Birdovatoars 


‘There isone more reason why | was attracted by thisineident 
Ihacread a newspaper aricle curing my recent tipo vapan, 
about Swifle: nests being poached in larga rumbars in East 
Asian! courtries resuling it depletion of their population, 
{he news tha’ tha smiar thing was happening in India was 
very u surbing knoe. 

goo 


PELAGIC BIRDS ON MUMBAI SHORES. 
ANIGH! PL ANDIICMIA, 2, Sagar Building, V.P. Read, 
Andheri (Via), Mumbai 400 058 

Th’s morsoor (2901), the bc-watchars of Mumbal anc 
*heréabout have been treated witn some extremely signticant 
sigtings, Cui Ue wire week of July, lesser Fgale Lid 
Fregata aris! was sighted sy Rishad Neorcji near Colaba 
(Coutherrmost tp cf Mumbel}. Subsequently, two birds were 
Aightad by many hirdaraaleng ‘he Marina Lines eea face (mn 
famously Hnown 26 the Cleen's Neckiaes) for he next ens: 
week Four more birds ware seen by Sunjoy Monga over 
"Mach Islard’ near Malad (Northern shoreline o° Mumbai) 


Meanwhile, an equally exsting revs regarding the sight 
of acneshed buvuy, Gute daciylata same ie from Kibet 
Me Vasoom Maizudoon eallosted « bird ‘ran its shores on 
BY July. The bird was in ertcal condition and couldn’tmaks 
itto the next moming. Although it was unfortunete that ths 
kd souldr't be revived, the fast that it was icenified an 
reported heloed us to further our knowledue about the raroe 
cf these rare vieior. 


The macked boeby is knows to br3ed in the Maldives ang) 

Lakchadweoa (Grimmott et ai., 1999) and has beon 
consistently ronaitesfrem the scasts of Camataka ard Kerala, 
However, comparatively fewer reccids are available from the 
northwestern toastine. On the otrerhard, the Iasser‘rigats 
bid, alec known to brocd in Maldives (Grimmatt ot z., 1999), 
has been sigr:ed more often along Mumbai's coastline, 
Nevertheless, raver have the birds stayed close te ths 
‘mainland fer so long. 


The sudven spur sightings of palagicbirds from the Mumba 
reginn could Fe attrittad in the strayieg of these birds fm 
‘heir usual course due fo the rough weather aver the cceans 
uring mersoon, In ot-er words, strong osesnie wirds ha 
town these birds towards the mainiard. 

Whotever may he.the faason tha ann! if thane bids fe 
Mumbaiwas colebrsted as a festval by both the prefecs'onal 
fas well 23 arrateur Bitcaus'cvers, For some veterans, tas 
ly their second sight intun dacackes while farthe younger 
aeneraton it was 2 “once-In-avifetims experisnce” — ar 
experience, they wil cherish for years fo come! 


Finally, | would like to comment on the a¥iciensy of the 
internet’ in dieceninating information, The "birds of bombay" 
gcussion group, of whish hers ava nver 309 rarmbars. servos 
{as a nodal pct for the exchange of birding exper'erces anc 
conservation ideas just at a click of a butten. if not for the 


“api ofthis amazing faaiity thesa magnfioant bids would 
have gone unnoticad. 
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FEEDING A YOUNG CUCKOO - THE ASTONISHING 
BEHAVIOUR OF BABBLERS. ASHOK KUMAR. 
Mt, SHARAVANAN, K. and THIYAGESAN, K., PG and 

arch Dept. af Wildifa Biology and Zcology, & VC. 
College, Mannampandal 609.305 


‘irds ofthe same feather fock togetnes'. But. now a flock of 
apbler proves ths. ‘is interesting to report a rare, amazing 
sighting of a babbler {Turabices caudstus! feeding a young 
Indian cuckoo (Cuculis micropterss). This was fist abserved 
onthe eve of 3" Dace nice" 2000 inthe A.V.C. Collegecamcus, 
Manrampandal, Mayiladuihural, laminadu (Lat. 11" O8N. 
Long.79"4'E) anu the feeding behaviour continues even "ow 
ite, 9° December 2000. We heard the long begging call of 
fledgling keechng...... keocang........ Keeshng. 
beaahing...... keeshng.... and located the young cuckoo 
onthe Eranch of aneem tee, all alone, A fluck of babblers 
rrumesing five wes foraging on the ground. We coud not 
beisve our syas whan we sew one among the flozk siting 
vey lose and feecing the yourg cuckor by regurgitation. 
‘The food may be insoc’s or worm. While the babbler was 
feeding tye young cuckoo ii weqged ts talland feathe-s, and 
made conthuous, short begging sound Ike keechng, 
keschng... keechng..keechng. After 10 minutes arother 
babblar ofthe Fock came and fed the young, After seme time, 
the babtlor look mavad te another place ef tha eam pun and 
the yourg cuckoo folowad them. Two tabbiars ofthe flack 
fed the young cuckoo every 10 minutes for the whole day. 
‘The other members o' chs fleccidnotfesdtre young. Several 
authors nofced a walleincwn asscciation betwsen various 
species of Fires for m-tual benefit Salim Ali (1945) abservad 
= mackot allod drongo shadowinga pairof tee pies. Johnson 
el at, (1979-80) nciced 2 mutually beneficial association 
between a black drongo and whi'e-headed babclers aerially 
hawking Insues, Nuventiuicss, ihe assuekaion bowen & 
‘young Suckoo end a common bebbler for one sided benefit 
was rot noticed axcent by Eidhoss (2000) whe has shanrvad 
the black headed orice fseding a voungindan cuckoo. When 
thinking abrir it, aquestinn arises ia whatherbyh spacastiec 
benaviour cf the cuckoo. tre hatching success end fledoting 
success cof he babblers were affected or not? This question 
remains unanswered 


sete 


BIRDS AT TIGER HILL, CONOOR. MG, MUTHANNA, 
‘No. 19, Cubbon reac, Bangalore - 560 00% 

Gennar in the Nigiri ia at an overage clovation of 5,600 feet 
and is a ceightful hl station with a temperate and pleasant 
‘limate all the year around 


Mawstatar for Rictwnteners 


or 


‘Tiger hil one of the hill features facing due south, locking 
conte the plains of Nattipalayam / Coimbatore and wacre we 
were staying. 


Iwas the month et June and you see the most unusual cloud 
formations along with 180-degrae view rainbows. Conoor 
mainly yets t'e Rorl-kast monscen. Ihe weatner in June s 
thus generally cleasani wih ign drzzies, whienmay spillover 
from tha South-West, whilo ai oly it is dam, grey and quito 
cold. Vie were virtually Ivingin a Tea Esats wir tea bushes 
fll erounc and with a dalightful carder, which had a nice 
breath, which was used resily throughcu: the day by the 
bras inthe visinty. 


‘The dominant bird song we heard throughout our siay wes 
the blackbird wth its lovey iting tunes, outreating even the 
_agpie-obin, which was eleo a frequent visitor as were also 
‘the paasing fights of roseringed parakeets — with their 
serecehing calls, We saw many white spotted fantail 
Aycatchare. They are always & pleasure towatch ting around 
in the garden, having a send ath and sprearing ot heir 
{fantail with thoir wirgs half sproad ard cocasionally chasing 
an insect and finally drinking water in the bircbath Detore 


Surpr'singly, here were many litte brown doves, theirscothing 
cooing is alvays a Hsasure Lo heal. In Ue fale allemour 
there used tobe quite a congregator of doves onthe electric 
wires qutside the hous. 


ly momiegs we could how the niclebar whisling 
‘thrush, its schcoltcy wriste from svolas nearty. piercing 
‘through the moming coud and mist 


A ferlly of rufous helled babtlers always kept us emused 
whenever someone eileree the aea where ey were, they 
cused to scatter in all directions with a lot of noise of string 
calls and scampering of somelinmss inl a denser thick a 
retum and continue eeacchirg tor feo amorg the bushas ans 
Uupturning fallen leaves, 


Every morning at a given time @ pair of small yellownapes 
vwoed pankers woul porch ch the seach tree nearay anc ene 
tf them would eil or the nearby electrc pole anc peck away 
at a wooder fuse box of Il. The black backed woodpecker 
ve often aa on cur walks was peckngat the dry branches 
ef alver oak ees, 


The noigy black bulbuls could net be missed as they were 
virualyy around most of the mornings and evenings end were 
the noisiest ofall the bids we came anross. 

‘The jungla myna was another bird | was happy 1 <2@ a it 
was a ong line einoe | have sean them, busy lookng forfood 
near the wocded area ard occasionally on the fringes cf the 
garden. Also rice t9 soa were sparrows which | have vot 
te81 in Bangalore fora white, 


‘The busy small lower peckers were a grety sight clistering 
in the morning surlig't - fitting from flower to flowar In the 
lovely hill station gerdon, which wes 23 wel id out wit all its 
colourll Towers whies wa cont see fr the plains, The Nila 


‘Lower packet male and tomate lackcaike vith ight green wings 
anda whitshunderside wih yellowiss tinge. Anathe-sighting 
which we used to eok forwanste, were *he painted bush quel 
Which used to dat in and out of the forested area on te Uh 
‘ga garden walking path and when frightened thase birds used 
‘fy ofc! ion Teves, witha low whiating sound, dispersing in 
diferent cirestiens 


After a shower a an the skywes tll of trown—thrested suits 
‘noce fastfiyngbiris uscd to dart down or winged and other 
insets coming out Iron tier llcodeu burrows in the ground, 
There were many nightjars which caught tre neadighs of 
ur ca” while returning at night and one cannct easly’ forget 
thu faidy oud end esunding single cals ef this lorg talled 
nightjarn the sient dark nights: The calls uf exch Lira lasted 
close to a minuta, 


Wen daybreak came we ware hemaward bourd via Ooty 
and tha steep Sigur chat which must easily be the steepest 
eommonly used ghat inthe country. You 3adown from reerly 
{8000 testo 3500 feet in al of S6harpin bencs and 40 minutes, 
coming ints the lush grean senctuaties o| Muduinatai and 
Bardipur, where the hirg Ite ctanges cramatically rom the 
hills of Conosr 
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ACCOMMODATION IN THATTEKKAD BIRD SANCTUARY. 
MOTTY J. MATHEW, A1a(9, Eaat, Ty Aaras, Sarlapura 
Road, Koranarniaia, Bangalore 560031 


This isto bring t your xind attention thatin Kerala just across 
the Thattekkad Bird Sanctuary on the Wesiern Chats, I 
skartoda homo stay aocommadation for coriaus ditdwetchers 
Til now the accomrodaticn available al Tratakkad Bird 
Sanctuary ‘Nas s.b-stardard, hence it was naclected and 
inexporedt 


| hepe tarouch your Newslette, birewatchorsiwil cameteknew 
anit ust our facil. We haves cariver el out fas fr this 
purvcee. We have 8 bedreu'as with sf the basic facilis. 
For further devails contact us at Thattekkad : 01 Phone No 

D485 S7C411 9847100917 Bangalore : 080 8720517, 
5790475, o°€-mai usat < palamattamhouse @hetmal. com> 


MORE NEWS ON PITTAS, Dr. SATISH A. PANDE, 
(0-8, Bhosale Park, Sanekar Nagar. No.2, Fune ~ 411 C09 


Thankyou fer yourleter. | was happy to readthe letter from 
thethen Dean & Head, IV, Ahmedabad. Ihave sert him an 
answer and have appriand Shri Ketdare & Mana aout the 
same, 

Inggninvation ot iy setter nota on Pitta brachyura, two mers 
ests hava bse" o2ated, nis "nen she norm kokan In Paige 
Dist. Bath nasts a'a on ‘aak at the haighss of 10 ft. & 14 f 
On one te pitta was incubating, anc the other was sill 
constrictingthe nest. The piece 'snaar Mangso endtre time 


a 
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‘was and.line,early.luly Thanastewera hrounht tomy nctioe 
by Siri Sagar Mest. 


Tiecora granais 108 


Troutation lure end Ragu Sag 


di, Mest 
2eTectona gardis 144. Nest duly P!  Feigut Sager 
buldng week dist Mest 


If possible these otservations may kindy he adted to the 
‘eariernote. This ndicates theincreasec range decumentation. 
Interestingly my friend Sanjay Shegaonker, informed me that 
hehas recently recorded 22 active rests ofthe pitain a forest 
near Chandrapur This isa fantastic news, 

| also received a kind and an encouraging letter from Thakur 
Palin Sing after he read the Switlel article in the NLBW, 
‘There aro a fow maro loters that have coma from all evar 
Maharashtra, Thanks to the NLBW& to you 

‘Vie Fave recsived letters trom Str T.R. Balu, Hon'ble Cabinet 
Minister fer Envconmant and from Smt. Maneke Gensh 

Thay esy that the mattar has reached them, The latter has 
advisedime tofile PiLin the High Court, Whatdo youttink? 
Kindy anvise, 


NOTES ON SHIKRAS AND SMALL GREEN BARBETS. 


Shikra [Accipiter badius] feeding on fruit bat. 
On the aftemcon of 22 May 2007, | saw a female shkra 
carrying some black coloured prey. On noticing this | 
irimiedistely siopped tohiave a sioser leoxand tomy surpise, 
she hadcaught abat, After some struggle the stikra severed 
the bat’s head and tien she flew away wth the Killto a rear 
by tree and [lout iask of her. 


| suspected that she must be having a nest somewhere nearby. 
| retuned to the spot on the next day and waitea near the 
‘seme tree endtriedioIsten tothe als"mcals of bulbuls, mynas 
and tires, usually uttorad when a bird of proy is noar by. | 
heard the elarm calls at4,15 pm ang within atew minutes ihe 
male shikra appeared near the same branch with @ bien ts 
taons where the femele was szen on the previous day, A 
closer look revealec that t was a jungle myna. | was ready 
with my binocular and camera, | folowed the bird and to my 
delight hore was a nest cn. neem trae 25 fest from the 
ground, Tha nest had three almast full grown chicks. 


‘On 1st Jun, lea the ferrale shikra bringing iuilbel tothe 
nest. This time the shikra had already removed the head of 
thes ttt and! head hungry obices sxyuubbling anc Fgrting for 
the tiny morsels, Atera few minutes sav the fevale taking 
away the remaining paris of the bet such a wings, claws and 
big Eonar which the chicke: could not aval. Ponstly the 
female wes’ ensuring that the chicks were not harming 
themselves while tying to devour the sharp claws of the oa. 


| sbserved this nest fortwo more weeks and saw the parents 
bringing bets, gerden Izaids, bubuIs, mynas, anc sparrows. 


‘Once the shiera brought a chick of @ piegon. probably tvs 
wocks old, to the nest. Mary times the prey could net be 
‘denied as twas brought to he nest all dreesed up. Feeding 
times were usually betvesn 10 arc “1 in the moming, and 
between Sand 6 inthe evening Bat kils were cbserved on 
‘wo oocasions durirg the thro weaks observation. Eoth the 
bats were usually kiled during the evenings, 


‘The paren's used to st near th nastfor a long time during 
the ettamcens and callaach other. and olten the chicks also 
portcipated in the chonss. Bath the paventa ised to ge out for 
huning at around 3:00am 

‘The mele never broughl the pruy to the Hes 


vith the prey on his favourite perch, and uller low calls and 
the forvale used to arrive anc snatch the prey from him, 


He used st 


Intwo weeks tme the chicks had grown considerably. |ooulda't 
keep a watch on the nest anc efter eight days when Ivvent t2 
see the rest, it was empyy. 


‘Some observations on emall gr 
viridis} nesting. 

My home fown Belgaum is tl qute wooded and there are 
pleniy f fruit essing teesarcund, Uncerstandably, the barbet 
population is also quite larys with both the copper-smitt 
jUtegalsiora raemacephala) and the small green barbet 
{[Mfegalaima vrteis} The smell greer Derbets were quite vocal, 
during the summer months and prabably ther nesting season 
had begun. | kest a watch on barbets’ nesting autviles ani 
the diaging started around the second week of February. By 
March end I had located around tSnests, the mast favoures 
‘reewas the rain tres. Outof the 1anests were inral tees, 
4were n fous ress,2 ware inspathodeas, 2 were in d-urslick 
trees, kept aclose watch on these nests cn day to day basis, 
Alter the completion of the nest the birds visited the nest 
holes every cay to give finisning touches. In April the visits 
became :ragularand the calls were also redused considerably. 


in barbets [Megalsima 


Ey May ony one nest made in a shevaga ‘ree was active. By 
18 Jure the chicks hac hatchec ard the parenis had stare: 
feedngthe chicks inside the nest. | was unable to record zhe 
actual dato of agg laying. Tra chicks left the nest on 
13 July. There were two chicks, 


The remaing 12 nests are ematy ti today. do net know the 
reeson forthe faire ofthese nests. Can heresders euggest 
the reasons for this fallure ? 


COMMENTS ON THE NEWSLETTER. AAMIF AL, 
La Residence, Act. $v; 1938 Champex. 

Its alwaysa pleasure to see oreselt in print and | was glad, 
of course, to see my review of the Threatened Birds. Alsa 
pleased that you acded thelist af encangored birds in India 
F'm sure that this wil be helpiu 


ut apart rom this, | was once again impressed by the high 
sandard that haNLhas achiaves. Your editorials are alway 
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‘mast readeble. | liked the Swift action plece: | rememper 
very cloarly when Salim ard Osho — aarly 40s? ~ wert to 
Venguria to study this nesting sits. | aso thought tre article 
about the Dengal Floncan and that about the Rosy Pastor 
(1 temember Salim pointing sut flocks ofthese at Jun.) 

‘most interesting, The cxtracts from Osmastor’s diary wore 
‘great — but alas, youdor't give a date. 


“The letters from Kiran K. andi Urul Shahid were delightfully 
{ouching. Not to mention Za’s Nightar. 


‘One thing ebout the review of Threstened Bids. | scem to 
remember thal toe publisliers had specially asked that we 
inform readers ct how and trom where they coud Buy copies. 
also, tatthere was a special pice offered. lamupin Champex 
socannot check this, but ifthishes gotinadevertenty left cut, 
pothaps we should include It in the next issue? 


fat oh 


BLACKHEADED MUNIAS IN BAREILLY. . S. MAHESH. 
Flying Officer, Air Tatic Canwaling Oftiaar, Ar Force Stat 
Bavsily = 249 002 UP. 


| have had an oppeitunity to observe bleckhoaded murias 
but | am a litle confused abut its -acial Identity, Two 
blackheaced murias (Lonchura malacca) wete spotted in a 
toed of olophent grasa at Air Ferse Station, Bevelly, on 28 
July 2001. The waathar wee humid and het ae the birde wore 
perched on a barbad wire fences, preening themselves exvosed 
‘to sunlight. The upger bely and sides were stikinaly white 
like in Lanehura malacea malacca. The tail, rump, back. 
seapilars and wing were right orange in colour, end under 
teil coverts were Cesp redd'sh brown —a dstinct combination 
of its own. The museum diagnosis by KC. Parkes as 
‘mentioned in Handbook of tne Birds of India and Pakistan, 
describes Lonchura malacca atricapillaas, upper parts pelet 
reddish brown, rump golden yeliow to orange, and retrces 
deep reedish brown. Loncfura malacca rubroniger's tho tht 
rag of the species and has chestrul upper belly and sides, 
like Lonehura malacea atvicapilla. The distribution map 
(of blackheeded munia dosen't inclide regions as east as 
Barely, and moreover the whilteballied race Is confined to 
peninsular india 


‘The recerdsof stray ccourrenes cf Lenchura malaoce malacca 
in Durgapur 1970 and Gujarst in 7983 are beleved to be 
‘the escanses of caged birds. Which blackheacid munia was 
at Barely ? 


# 


& 


BIRDS IN SARISICA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY LOCATEDIN 
RAJASTHAN ~ NEAR ALWWAR. D:.A.K. GUPTA, 4710837, 
‘0-9 Lohia Market, Ghaziabad, 


(On March 4, 2001, | prosescied with three of my ffendsto the 
Sariska Wildlife Sanctuary locates in Rajasthan, 


‘On our way | wes inssinates by camelsand camel carts, The 
hair on he came's neck and ely wore cut na style which 
gives prominence to the ncoxs and other pans cf the body. 


‘Nearng Alvar town Inotiged 8 pair ot ps 
a mus Boundary wall of a kutcha *ouse, ene ef 
tall feathers fanned outas Laka pigeon. Theil feos wore 
away from us~aporax. 70 retersfrom us. | opened thebooks 
arc guessed tem to be ailher houvara or Iseeor florean. | 

tchacianly tama moving car as we were lata, andl thought 
that we should find more such bids, We went on but itnever 
happened. The black colour oftne neckand creston the head 
were not visible in the case of the presumed florian. The sze 
‘rd colour matched thet ofa houbara. Could it be houbara? 
(Our tain objective was to spot « tiger ora leopard. We had 
hired a Gyosy, criven Sy Mr, Mauzi Ram, one of the most 
setiat fellows there. He had no knawladge of birds but could 
trail tigers. Puc marks were excelent. We were after the tiger 
but the tiger uit hirk it worthwhile :o be visible to us. 


Indespair—a rarest possicle incidest nappened, Mauai Ram 
‘took us to Kall Ghati Forest Ghack Post,.0 erquirsfromforest 
guards regarding the movement of igers. | also got down to 
hhave frst hangiin‘ormation. The remaining three Inthe open 
Gipsy tcok porato waters to pass the time. Wild tree pes 
came coamand took the potato wafers fom theirhands. Thay 
calcd me ina tiling voice —Iwes evvestruckto 3¢ei, 1tcox 
sons wa'ets anc the tree pies carre and sat on my palms 
and ate the wafers. In the meantinena! wes sanding onthe 
road, a wild peacock (full grow adult male} cane froin 
sonewhare on to the road and apsraached me. Our guide 
‘Mauzi Ram encouraged the peaceck “Mot come ~ Moti come". 
[sat cown in e squatting posture with the weters in my rght 
palm. The pezcock ate from my hand. When | tied 7 touch 
the poacock it moved to the side without removing ‘ts beak 
from my palm, Unfortunately curcarera hadbeen lettin the 
room but cther teuriste, especially forvignors, 100k various 
photegraphs o' ths scene, 

Lateron, onmy enquiry, | was old that because cf the fleraly 
behaviour ofthe ferost guards at Kali Ghati Check Post, these 
birds, including the peacoc«, nad become feeriess of fuman 
beings and they came closa to all tourists. 

BBesices houbara on the way | saw black bulbul (hypsipetes 
madagascariensis). For me ithas boen an impertant event. 
(On our return journey we vised a lake "Slly Sade” at Alwar 
znd saw large groups of ducks and geese —could be about 
2000 birds. We also saw 2 flock of 98 spuonbils. 


Conditions at Sariska 


1) Scarcity of water is probably the biggest oroblern, Few 
‘wate! eles, mostofthem less chan 1Umetersin diamecer, 
‘re shallows ard have dirty water. They are men made and 
are being filed by ¢ pipeline connected to a tube well 
The naturalrulahhad only iverstones withoutwater. Wat 
wil happenin Juno? Allreea andehvubs indicate ahortege 
cf water. 

There is an urgent need for proper drinking water 
management In tre Sanctuary. | foot *hat bigger water 


holes — 20 motors x 50 motors, brick paved with 
‘eurrounding etone zone of 4-5 matere be constructed anc 
‘ha naturel nulleh ha aennadtac in sarin tiv or ne 

2) Inera 1s no Machan ~ @ fw machans should be 
censtuctes, 


9) A larger rumber and longer trails for Gypsys be 
conebucled, 

4) Some facilily for anight stay inside the parkbs developed 

5) Villages Inside the park shuld he shifed so that the 
villagers do nct disturb the animals while going to their 
pauses trea ths sanctuary. 


He 


VULTURES IN ABUNDANCE — HARD TO BELIEVE, 
GS. PADATE, SAPNA S. and V. ZALA, Depsriment of 
Zoolouy, Facuity of Setence, MS, Univeriely of Barus. 
Vadorlera -390 602, Gularst 


‘The Book of Indian birds by Salm All (1878) ceserites the 
vwiiteharked o° Rangel wultua, Ayna hengelenais (Coven) 
‘32 sur commensat yulture. But Piz an mea *het hase Muse 
Scavengars, which were seen as large gatherings in the 
‘ountiysde and the open skies a/e now on the verge of being 
erased cut. In the midst of such descaling ropors, it was 
quite apleasart surprise fer us to watch the pide of the akiae 
lrelng megnifesnrly In tive star nn fours sr ths 255 jane 
2001. Ihe carter sighting yas dane en the Banshenatal 
ranges rear Bodel' (10 kms eas: from Bodell town). initially 
40 vuturas wore counted and as thehuye bircs genly soared 
sandresewith the tharmals, magically the nummbaralao seems 
lo niceaee, The lola cvunk finally Gains to 69, wae a fest 
for our eyes! 


Atter& couple of months, on our way to Chnota-depur, near 
the beni atthe Orang fiver (abeurt 12 kma waat rom Chinen 
Usepur tswn), on the 15" of September 2001 the tamlat 
sight of vultures glicing efortessly in the afternoon fe at 

14 30n1s was « treat ones again, There were 50 Indian while: 
‘backed vultures circling wit the thermals. 


rule thia he the aéma tlaok obaarved near Bodall or fe i 
nother tock was the question that were in eur minds. Iti 
was s0 then the dwindling species in such a number is 2 
delightiul sign. There ars plac by the Wildlife Crcla, Baroda 
to camry out first-cvot conus of tio vuturos (Times of India 
12*Sepleruber, 2007, Alunedabd Edition), Regular cau sind 
funher maniinting of tha ambadment of grsea ofthe Incan 
‘kes is cefintcly the ncod ofthe hour for ‘he conservation of 
the Indian white backed vuiture. 


aba 


Foor: ZAPAR. FUTEHALLY, No 2208, Oakwood Apartment, 
dakasandea Layout, Koramangela, ard Fock, th Wain, 
Bangalore 560 tsa Kernetake. Inala 

:093.9004, Eraliaalaratunet 

Frintod and Publahed bl ron by &. Sian at Newb rah 
Enteprisss, Soshadipuam, Barwgaleré - 563 020, nd. 
F936 4142/ 396 «682, Ema: navtaral Oblrsnlnetin 
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NESTING OF INDIAN PITTA (PITTA BRACHYURA) 
RECORDED FIRST TIME IN  VIDHARBHA, 
ATU) PHAMANKAN, Nasr Paval high ache, Shiveli Se, 
Chandrapur 442402. 


‘The nesting of Indian Pita (Pitta brachyura) was recorded at 
Javon, = wall village shout waver kin fm Chuandraper, 
Maharastra. [n two subs were found 22 nests of the Indi, 
Pita, Al nests were foundaduring July and August, They were 
‘on aheght between Bto 5511, Some stucies on hanesting 
behaviour of Pitas were alco cartied out. | found both the 
jarani feeding the chaks. The chicks teak 12 ta 1A dayn to 
Teva the neo. This iy the fret raced ef Ereeding of Pte 
‘rom this aree and | have teken some photogrephs. Pittes 
porter nesiing in dense forest. Amie, Silk cotton, Mahua ard 
“Teak trees are their favourite nesting aitas. Neate ara mace 
(eam thw thin ksaree ard Ine with gra 


Beka 


“UPPALAPADU TANK” YETTO BE DECLARED ASA BIRD 
SANCTUARY Sy K. MHU[HYUMIAYA FAO, 295/15, 
Rolimaia Vari Strost, Fowaypota Kakinada - 533 £03 


‘This year the selcans arrived during Ist week Dcicberitse. 
Lastyear they had arrived during tha last week of Novernber. 
Mtoek 2 court en /" Ostaner anal there wer arcund 60 
Deliaue aud | soliced courtehip and mating activice. Thora 
were 1200 whita ibis and chicks wore noliced in most ofthe 
nests. [alo counted around 7060 open tilled storks with 00 
active nests, 2500 lossy ibis and 250 litle cormorants in the 
hate 


The autroftioe have eanctioneda now channelte bring wator 
to the Uppalasadu village, by-passing the Uppalapadu tank. 
Butas cn cate the scheme remains on paper ard the villagers 
‘re reluolant te utilee the Uppolapads tank water which 1a 
Contamnsted by tre bid oreppings. Many vlagars Se! that 
this heronry is a nuisance.The water scheme and other 
‘conservation measures ere orusial for the lang time survival 
fj tha heronry, Please wee to the Crief minister of Andhra 
Pench and tha PCCF(Wirita), Govarnment of Andhra, 
Pracesh, Arsnya Jnavan, Gaitidebad, Hydaratac tor 
immediate action. | reques! birdwatchers to email to The 
Environment Minister <mel@menf.deli.ricn> and write 
letters 10 She, S.C. Staime Addl, [GF MOET Parvavaran 
Bhavan, GB Complex, Lodi Fatnin, New Dail - 11 68 


ack 


Cepat. Be nachid Be (Pion rls) yes 
lzed blace and brown blr, with a sgh upcurvad backs and 
coral rad eyes, Iie rare winter vitor from Wesiam Europo, 
‘coer enya Hlodh Vieaven india during Winer. The pete was 
taken n a sat pan near Dwaraks, Gujaratin Noveriber 1996, 
“The ida wal average of peur Rte ewe 


2 Reread. Thoy wore etsy al. The lack sew be 
siting so ighty on the water suracs ike a lite buoyertFotla 
and nonchalarily icing the stall waves created bythe winds. 


Phoio +S. Theodore Sackaran 


